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Tennessee Governorôs School for the Agricultural Sciences 

The University of Tennessee at Martin  

Program Summary and Evaluation for  2022 

 
TGSAS 2022 PROGRAM AND EVALUATION  

1. Administration  and Admissions: 

Administrative staffing included: 

¶ Dr. Joey E. Mehlhorn, Professor of Agribusiness, Parker Chair of Excellence and TGSAS 

Director 

¶ Dr. Philip Smartt, Professor of Park and Recreation Administration, Assistant Director and 

Coordinator  of Technology 

¶ Dr. Jason Roberts, DVM,  Professor of Animal  Science and Staff Veterinarian,         

Academic Coordinator 

¶ Ms. BeLynda Jones, Tennessee Governorôs School for  the Agricultural  Sciences, 

Administrative  Assistant 

¶ Ms. Carrie Arant, Department of Agriculture, Geosciences, and Natural Resources, Budget 

Manager 
 

The credentials of each potential scholar (85 applicants) were evaluated by a selection committee, who 

scored each applicantôs file (Appendix A), and reported these scores to the TGSAS Director. Scores were 

then tabulated for each applicant and the top 35 were extended letters of invitation. All invited scholars 

accepted. (Appendix B). Alternates were sent a letter notifying them of their alternate status. (Appendix 

C) They were placed on an alternate list in order of their scores. Letters of notification were sent to all 

applicants on the same date. The 2022 TGSAS class began with 35 scholars (Appendix D). All 35 

scholars successfully completed TGSAS. 

 

The TGSAS selection committee included: 

¶ Dr. Joey Mehlhorn, TGSAS Director 

¶ Dr. Jason Roberts, DVM,  Academic Coordinator 

¶ Dr. Philip  Smartt, TGSAS Assistant Director  and Coordinator  of Technology 

¶ Ms. BeLynda Jones, TGSAS Administrative  Assistant 

¶ Ms. Kristy  Chastine, Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation 

¶ John Chester, Agricultural Producer 

¶ Ms. Colleen Coury, Tennessee Department of Agriculture 

¶ Ms. Carol Reed, Tennessee Corn Growers Association 

 

Student counselors were identified, and six were selected by the TGSAS administrative staff. All were 

assigned to daily counseling duties. Duties included assisting faculty and staff with group study projects, 

classroom help sessions, and dormitory supervision. They assisted scholars who needed help with a class or 

had questions. The TGSAS counselors played a vital role in making sure that the program operated smoothly 

and to make sure scholars always had support in all activities.     
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The 2022 TGSAS counselors included: 

¶ Andrew Elrod, Senior, Agriculture Business Major 

¶ Emma Cody, Senior, Veterinary Science Major 

¶ Laura Myhan, Senior, Agriculture Business Major 

¶ Cassie Lewis, Junior, Agriculture Education Major 

¶ Samantha Peyton, Senior, Animal Science Major 

¶ Weston Colvett, Senior, Agricultural Engineering Technology Major 

 

 

 

The TGSAS Academic Advising Committee met during the fall semester of 2021 to discuss and develop 

the 2022 TGSAS curriculum. The consensus of the committee was to offer a range of courses and Group 

Study Research Projects (GSP) dealing with the agricultural sciences. Due to the high number of students 

consistently choosing the Veterinary Science GSP, two sections were offered in that area along with a 

section in Precision Agriculture, which incorporates agriculture engineering and plant science. The 

program was made available for in person format.  Two college classes (Agricultural Business and 

Natural Resources Management) were included in the 2022 curriculum. The TGSAS Academic Advisory 

Council members included: 

¶ Dr. Joey Mehlhorn, TGSAS Director, Parker  Chair  of Excellence and Professor of 

Agricultural  Economics 

¶ Dr. Sandy Mehlhorn, Professor of Agricultural  Engineering 

¶ Dr. Jason Roberts, Professor of Animal  Science 

¶ Dr. Philip  Smartt, Professor of Parks and Recreation 

 

 

2. Faculty and course offerings: 

During the fall 2021 semester, TGSAS Group Study Projects, seminars and college credit courses were 

 

Counselors 
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selected as course offerings for 2022. The TGSAS faculty and staff biographies are included in Appendix 

H: 

¶ Dr. Jason Roberts ï University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Dr. Philip Smartt  ï University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Dr. Sandy Mehlhorn  ï University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Dr. Joey Mehlhorn  ï University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Dr. Barbara Darroch ï University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Dr. John Cole - University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Dr. Bethany Wolters ï University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Dr. Amber Moore -  University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Ms. Tara Woods - University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Mr.  Zach Morphis, LVT  ï University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Mrs. Kelly  Garner, LVT  ï University of Tennessee at Martin 

¶ Mr.  Matt  Chesnut, LVT  ï University of Tennessee at Martin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          

 

 
 

 

 

Class  of  2022 
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The faculty offered a combined Group Study Project sections that incorporated veterinary science, 

precision agriculture, engineering, plant, and soil science. (Appendix G), and two College courses 

(Appendix F) on agricultural science topics. Courses were taught through the entire four weeks. Faculty 

presentation methods included lecture, discussion, field trips, and laboratory experiences.   

 
3. Academic Component 

Each student enrolled in TGSAS received three hours of college credit upon successful completion of the 

course requirements. Students enrolled in dual credit courses during TGSAS and could choose from two 

courses. The course classes met on Monday through Friday from 1:00 ï 4:30 pm. The Group Study 

Projects (GSP) were also offered Veterinary Science or Precision Agriculture. GSPôs met Monday 

through Thursday from 8:30 ï 11:30 am. Scholars attended field trips and special programs on selected 

days, evenings, and weekends. These additional learning opportunities complemented the college  credit 

courses and the GSPôs. 

 

College Credit  Courses: (A description of each course appears in Appendix F.) 
 

AGEC 110 ï Introduction to Agricultural Business 

Faculty: Dr. Joey Mehlhorn, Professor of Agricultural Economics 

 

NRM 100 ï Introduction to Natural Resource Management 

Faculty: Dr. Philip Smartt, Professor of Parks and Recreation 

 

 

Group Study Projects: (A description of each GSP is included in Appendix G.) 
 

Precision Agriculture 

Faculty: Dr. Sandy Mehlhorn, Dr. Barbara Darroch and Dr. John Cole 

 

Veterinary Science 

Faculty: Dr. Jason Roberts, Dr. Amber Moore, Ms. Tara Woods, Mr. Zach Morphis and Mr. Matt 

Chesnutt 

 

Plenary Sessions: (Appendix I) 

These sessions offered the scholars a broad range of agricultural sciences related areas and focused on 

topics not covered by academic courses or Group Study Projects. Plenary sessions were taught covering 

additional material for all scholars including topics ranging from leadership, careers in agriculture, 

lifestyle management, veterinary technology, and agricultural/environmental concerns. 

 

TGSAS Web site: The TGSAS web site (http://www.utm.edu/departments/caas/tgsas/) was available to 

scholars, their families and high school teachers prior to and during TGSAS. The website will be 

maintained as a source of information for the prospective 2023 class. 

http://www.utm.edu/departments/caas/tgsas/
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4. The student experience at TGSAS featured a variety of innovative academic activities off 

campus which included: 

 

Field trip Experiences:  

 

Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation (Agribusiness), Tennessee Department of Agriculture (Agricultural 

Production Marketing and Promotion), Tyson Foods (Agribusiness and Environmental Management), 

Reelfoot Lake (Wildlife Habitat), Yeargin Farms (Production Agriculture, Animal and Plant Science),  

Milan Experiment Station (Agriculture Production and Research), Sweetwater Valley Farms (Milk 

Production and Retail), AgriCenter International (Agriculture Research), Pictsweet Farms 

(vegetable),Tennessee State Capitol (government and policy).    

 

Yeargin Farms Tour, Greenfield, TN: Yeargin Farms is an integrated 4,000-acre farm which includes 

row crop and livestock operations. Scholars had the opportunity to hear about risk management and 

overall farm management required for successful operation. 

 

AgriCenter International, Memphis, TN: This facility is a leader in agricultural field crop research, where 

students experienced an outstanding learning opportunity. Through its agribusiness, University systems, 

and government and non-government organizations, the AgriCenter provides a            professional forum for the 

unbiased development, evaluation, demonstration, education, and marketing of the latest and most 

advanced agricultural technologies and products. These advances  include biotech seeds, seed treatment 

chemistries, feasibility studies of new crop uses, farm equipment improvements, and methods for land, 

soil, and water conservation. 

 

Wildwood Farms: Wildwood farms is a large horse farm in Germantown Tennessee that houses 

approximately 25 horses on 200 plus acres of land.  The farm is owned and operated by Melanie Smith 

Taylor a 1984 Olympic Gold Medalist in equestrian.  The farm also provided opportunities in plant and 

soil science and environmental management.   

 

Pictsweet: Pictsweet corporate farms is one of the largest producers of fresh and frozen vegetable in the 

U.S.  Students were able to tour the production farm located in Bells Tennessee.  The experience showed 

commercial agriculture and processing on a large scale.   

 

Tyson Foods: Tyson Foods is the worldôs largest protein provider.  Students learned about the poultry 

portion of the Tyson business by touring facilities and learning from Tysonôs professionals on the science 

and business of providing protein to the growing world population.    

 

Sweetwater Valley Farms: SVF is a large integrated dairy in East Tennessee that makes cheese and dairy 

products for a variety of market outlets.  They are a major supplier of milk to Mayfield Dairy and others.  

Students learned about automated milking as well as animal management techniques.  

 

5. Agriculturally Focused Housing Experience: Scholars lived in Cooper Hall on the campus of 

the University of Tennessee at Martin.  Cooper Hall is a Living Learning Community (LLC) dorm 

on campus that allowed students to have ample shared study space and living suites.  

 

6. Agriculture Marketing and Promotion Activities:  The Tennessee Governorôs School for the 

Agricultural Sciences strives to promote a broader understanding of agriculture and its relationship with 

other industries in the state, region, and world. Emphasis is placed on the promotion of Tennessee 
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agriculture products and exports. The Tennessee Department of Agricultureôs AG Tag program is an 

essential partner to the TGSAS educational experience. Several marketing and promotion activities were 

incorporated into the TGSAS experience to emphasize the importance of Tennessee agriculture products 

and businesses to the overall U.S. and global economy. Scholars were able to make connections between 

initial research and the resulting end product along with the impact on producers and society. Specific 

activities with Tennessee agribusinesses included: 

 

¶ Tennessee Farm Bureau, Columbia, TN: Scholars learned about the role of TFBF plays in 

promoting Tennessee agriculture producers and agribusinesses. 

¶ Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Nashville, TN: A tour of the offices, museum, and 

grounds of the TDA and an overview of the services provided to the agricultural industry in 

gave students a broader understanding of the importance of agriculture in Tennessee, the United 

States and globally. 

¶ Sweetwater Valley Farms is a Tennessee agribusiness that promotes Tennessee products as 

well as a learning environment to tell others about the importance of Tennessee agriculture.   

¶ Tyson Foods, Union City, TN: Tyson Food is one of the largest suppliers of poultry to the food 

market in the United States. 

¶ Milan Experiment Station (UTIA): Scholars learned about the important role of research and 

development of plant varieties and production practices to support U.S. agriculture. 

¶ Pictsweet Farms is a large vegetable operation headquartered in Bells Tennessee.  They 

produce a variety of vegetables that are shipped throughout the world.  They are a state-of-the-

art facility and promote agriculture through nutritious foods. 

 
7. TGSAS Service Project: A tradition of TGSAS has always been to engage students in some type of 

service project. This year the TGSAS scholars worked to plant raised vegetable beds at Cooper Hall to 

help provide fresh vegetables for students.  The project was very successful and the scholars felt a sense 

of pride for their work.  In addition, scholars in the Veterinary Science GSP were able to help work 

with animals from local shelters.   
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8. Conclusion: The TGSAS program continues to be very successful as in the past. The class of 2022 

also had a unique challenge set before them, and they exceeded expectations. The TGSAS administrative 

staff and faculty will continue to learn from the evaluations of the 2022 program. TGSAS offered 

scholars academic and experiential learning opportunities to expand their knowledge of the agricultural 

sciences. They left with a new appreciation of the contributions that agriculture makes to Tennessee and 

the world. We look forward to building on the past successes of the Tennessee Governorôs School for the  

Agricultural Sciences and continuing to provide a premier experience for the exceptional high school 

students chosen to participate.   
 

9. Acceptable Performance Metrics Summary:  The TGSAS students were surveyed at the conclusion 

of their college course to determine the effectiveness of the instruction and experience. Students were 

divided between the NRM 100 Introduction to Natural Resource Management, AGEC 110 Introduction to 

Agribusiness. A breakdown of the studentôs responses from the courses follows. 

 

¶ 100% of students stated the college course increased their critical thinking skills. 

¶ 100% stated that TGSAS enhanced their communication skills. 

¶ 94%  stated that TGSAS helped improve their study skills. 

¶ 100% of TGSAS scholars stated that the credit courses were worth the effort. 

¶ 89%  stated that the college courses were different than high school courses. 

¶ All Group Study Projects Sections were rated at Excellent or Outstanding. 

¶ 92% of TGSAS scholars stated that they had ample time to prepare for classes.  

¶ AGEC 110 Introduction to Agribusiness - Joey Mehlhorn (Excellent ï 4 and Outstanding - 21) 

NRM 100 Introduction to Natural Resource Management ï Philip Smartt (Excellent ï 3 and 

Outstanding  - 10).   

¶ TGSAS scholars rated the opening TGSAS session 4.1/5.00 


